Question: Chemistry

Kelp is

sulphide mineral of iron
partially decomposed vegetation
seaweed rich in iodine content

an aluminium silicate mineral

Concept:

Kelps are large brown algae  seaweeds that make up the order
Laminariales. There are about 30 different genera. Despite its
appearance, kelp is not a plant; it is a heterokont. Kelp grows in
"underwater forests" (kelp forests) in shallow oceans, and is thought
to have appeared in the Miocene, 5 to 23 million years ago.

Giant kelp can be harvested fairly easily because of its surface
canopy and growth habit of staying in deeper water. Kelp ash is rich
in iodine and alkali. In great amount, kelp ash can be used in soap
and glass production . Until the Leblanc process was
commercialized in the early 19th century, burning of kelp in
Scotland was one of the principal industrial sources of soda ash
(predominantly sodium carbonate). Around 23 tons of seaweed was
required to produce 1 ton of kelp ash. The kelp ash would consist of
around 5% sodium carbonate.
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